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2005: a centenary of women  voting in Queensland — 

celebrate the past, claim the future
1859 – Queensland achieved statehood.

1869 – Unmarried women who owned property in England allowed 
to vote in council elections, but not national elections.

1870 – Queensland Premier Charles Lilley suggests women should 
vote.

1890 – Private member’s Bill seeks  reform of Queensland electoral 
legislation. Fails.

1891 – Woman’s Christian Temperance Union in Queensland begins 
campaign for woman’s suffrage.

1893 – New Zealand becomes fi rst country to grant vote to women.

1894 – Queensland women form activist groups – Woman’s Equal 
Franchise Association (WEFA) and Woman’s Suffrage League. 
Another attempt to change electoral laws fails.

1901 – State Parliament debates giving women the vote – and 
fathers of two children an extra vote. The move is defeated.

1902 – Another private member’s Bill fails.

1903 – Queensland Women’s Electoral League forms; women vote 
for the fi rst time in a federal election.

1904 – The Electoral Franchise Bill is introduced into Queensland 
Parliament in September. Parliamentarians are told in 
December that they have to be back on 4 January to fi nalise 
the legislation.

1905 – Governor Sir Hugh Nelson gives assent to the Elections Acts 
Amendment Act 1905 on 25 January. ‘White’ women win 
right to vote.

1907 – Women vote for the fi rst time at a state election.

1915 – Women win right to run for parliament.

1920 – Women in the United States gain the vote.

1922 – Queensland’s Upper House – the Legislative Council – is 
abolished.

1928 – Women in the United Kingdom gain equal voting rights.

1929 – Irene Longman becomes Queensland’s fi rst woman in State 
Parliament.

1947 – Dame Annabelle Rankin became Queensland’s fi rst female 
Senator.

1950s – Action groups form to fi ght for Indigenous rights – 
including the vote.

1963 – Queensland parliamentary select committee investigates 
need for electoral reform relating to Indigenous population.

1964 – Select committee report recommends the right to vote for all 
Indigenous people.

1965 – Amendment to Elections Act gives all Indigenous 
Queenslanders the right to vote in state elections.

1966 – Indigenous Queenslanders go to state polls.

1967 – National referendum recognises Aborigines and Torres Strait 
Islanders as citizens of Australia.

1969 – Second woman elected to State Parliament – Vi Jordan 
(Ipswich West).

1971 – Voting made compulsory for Indigenous Queenslanders.

Classroom activities
• Refl ect: what would life be like if women didn’t have the vote today? How might 

society be different? 

• Participate: re-enact the parliamentary debate for women’s franchise   
– with arguments for and against.

• Investigate: survey your 
school population on what 
democracy means to them.

• Explore: what went on 
in your town during the 
suffrage and Indigenous 
franchise campaigns? 
Organise an historic walk to 
important sites.

• Create: design 
advertisements for the 
Women’s Equal Franchise 
Association. 

• Involve yourself: celebrate 
the diversity of women’s 
achievements in the past 
100 years.

• Communicate: write an 
essay or poem that captures 
the theme ‘today’s rights are 
yesterday’s achievements’.

Point to ponder
If you’re 18, it’s compulsory to vote. Should it be? Should younger Australians – say 16 
year olds – have a say? 

Advocates’ 
heyday

Emma Miller (above) – gentlemen’s 
white shirt maker, unionist and presi-
dent of Woman’s Equal Franchise As-
sociation since 1894. Unwavering in 
her stand for ‘one person, one vote’, 
yesterday’s decision was well worth 
the wait.

Leontine Cooper – prolifi c writer, par-
ticularly on the suffrage issue. Re-
mains of the opinion that abolition of 
the property bias created an unneces-
sary delay in women gaining suffrage.

Elizabeth Brentnall –  sees the way 
now clear to push for social reforms 
including raising the age of consent 
from 12 to 16, alcohol restrictions, 
and abolition of the Contagious Dis-
eases Act 1868. Dinner table discus-
sions with husband Fred (Member of 
the Legislative Council) are likely to 
avoid politics.

Margaret Ogg – considered a latecom-
er in the debate, but truly a stalwart, 
having campaigned with the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, has indi-
cated that her work has only just be-
gun: now wants to see women in par-
liament too. 

Up until December 1965, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s voting rights in 
Queensland were piecemeal, dependent on how government authorities interpreted 
individuals’ racial classifi cations.

Racial classifi cations were determined by ‘degree of aboriginality’ based on blood line 
(eg. Aboriginal or ‘half caste’), lifestyle and associations. For example, a male, born of an 
Aboriginal woman and a ‘white’ man, was considered a ‘half caste’ and could legally vote. 
But if he married an Aborigine and lived on a mission settlement, he became ‘Aboriginal’ 
and lost his right to vote.

Such interpretations of the law, and changes to it, saw more and more Indigenous 
Queenslanders struck off the electoral roll.

The Indigenous rights movement became active in the 1950s, fi ghting for basic 
human rights, including the vote. Members were Indigenous and non-Indigenous. Many 
Australians recognised signs of South African apartheid and American racial tensions in 
Queensland’s dealing with Indigenous people.

A parliamentary select committee investigated the need for change in 1963. Its report, 
tabled in late 1964, called for the vote to be extended ‘as a matter of principle’ for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

The Elections Act Amendment Act 1965 (Qld) was passed on 17 December 1965. 

All Indigenous Queenslanders, regardless of racial classifi cation, were able to vote at 
their fi rst state election on 28 May 1966, well ahead of the 1967 federal referendum that 
granted them offi cial citizenship.

Centenary not for all 

Poet and activist Oodgeroo Noonuccal fought for 
reconciliation. (Photo copyright The Courier-Mail)

www.women.qld.gov.au/womenvote
– the Offi ce for Women has information about the suffrage campaign, details of events throughout the 
state and for key themes and ideas for community commemorations. 
– you can also order free Centenary of Suffrage factsheets, posters, postcards, bookmarks and calendars 
from this website.

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/view/home/womensSuffrage.asp
– Queensland Parliament’s tribute to the centenary and history of women in Parliament.

www.education.qld.gov.au/tal/curriculum_exchange/teachers/sose/
– the Curriculum Exchange SOSE Gateway has a collection of resources to support the teaching of SOSE 
Years 1 to 10 syllabus, including teaching ideas, modules and webquests related to woman’s suffrage

www.education.qld.gov.au/tal/federation/html/webquest.html
– “Federation WebQuests – How equal is equal?” includes student activities using web resources 
to examine the role of the federation of Australia in women’s fi ght for political equality. Notions of 
fairness and justness, lives of some suffragists, and the future of women in government are explored. 
Levels 3,4,5.

www.curriculum.edu.au/democracy and http://education.qld.gov.au/tal/ddemo 
– the Discovering Democracy website includes a range of teaching ideas and student activities for 
including civics and citizenship across curriculum.

www.ecq.qld.gov.au
– the Electoral Commission of Queensland has information on how voting works

U
seful resources


